The condition was first noticed by the mother a week after birth. The whole of the muscle except the attachments was affected, there being in its place a dense indurated tumour or rigid band, over which the skin was freely movable. There was permanent wry-neck. This affection had been ascribed to various causes, such as to simple hypertrophy, to injuries received during birth, and to syphilis, but that had been abundantly disproved. Dr Frederick Taylor had shown by postmortem examination that there was a development of fibrous tissue in the muscle, which ultimately destroyed the muscular fibres. In most cases the right side was the one affected, hence the theory of its occurrence in certain foetal presentations. In this instance it was the left side, and that more extensively than was usually described. The labour had been normal, and the mother had already given birth to nine or ten healthy children.
Dr Duncan had seen a similar case that morning at hospital, but the affection was on the right side.
Mr Joseph Bell had seen the condition four or five times in all. His experience was that it disappeared in two or three months.
